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ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1913, 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

BAKEWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  elevation  of  the  District  varies  from  400  feet  above 
sea  level  to  nearly  1,000  feet ; the  underlying  rocks  are 
Mountain  limestone  and  Yoredale  shales. 


Area  in  Acres.— Land  

2,966") 

Water  and  Roads.. 

91  j 

Population.— Census,  1901 

2,850 

„ 1911  

3,078 

Estimated  to  middle  of 

year  3,100 

Inhabited  Houses.— Census,  1901  . 

560 

„ 1911  .. 

625 

Estimated 

636 

New  Houses  erected  during  year.. 

6 

Rateable  value 

. ^021,446 

General  District  Rate,  2/4  in 

the  £. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  District  are  engaged  in  agriculture, 
in  quarrying  limestone,  and  in  Electric  Accumulator  Works, 
where  cases  of  lead  poisoning  may  occasionally  occur,  but  no 
other  specially  unhealthy  occupation  is  carried  on  in  the  District, 
and  cases  of  lead  poisoning  are  now  very  rare. 

The  amount  of  out-door  poor  relief  for  1913  was  ,£205. 

The  Workhouse  Hospital,  the  Bakewell  Dispensary,  and 
the  Whitworth  Hospital  at  Darley  Dale,  are  utilised  by 
the  inhabitants  as  well  as  the  Derby,  Manchester,  and  Sheffield 
Infirmaries,  for  more  serious  cases. 

Water  Supply. — The  Council  own  the  public  water 
supply  which  provides  for  G09  out  of  642  houses.  The  nature 
of  the  supply  is  a Moorland  Spring  of  soft  water,  free  from 


pollution,  and  it  is  stored  in  a reservoir  open  to  the  air  and 
fenced  round.  The  supply  has  been  constant  during  the  past 
year,  and  there  has  been  no  shortage. 

Further  plans  for  the  additional  reservoir  to  enable  the 
water  to  reach  higher  ground  where  building  is  commencing, 
have  been  prepared,  and  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Leakages  have  been  detected  in  the  present  reservoir,  and 
have  been  made  good. 

On  the  gathering  ground  at  Fallenge  Moor  all  the  under- 
ground pipes  going  to  the  springs  have  been  exposed,  cleaned, 
and  relaid  at  a lower  level,  and,  in  addition,  about  110  yards 
of  6 inch  pipe  have  been  laid,  so  that  the  spiings  are  now 
tapped  further  back  in  the  ground  and  at  a depth  of  about 
10  feet  from  the  surface. 

This  will  tend  to  lessen  the  risk  of  surface  contamination. 

The  normal  amount  of  water  varied  from  85,000  to  110,000 
gallons  per  day,  but  since  this  work  was  completed  it  has  risen 
to  140,000  gallons  daily. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  surface  wells  is  6. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  springs  is  2.3. 

The  number  of  houses  with  no  supply  within  100  yards  is  4, 
these  use  rainwater. 

The  iron  water  mains  from  the  reservoir  have  been 
scarified. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Very  little  evidence  of  pollution 
of  the  river  can  be  detected  a short  distance  below  the  sewer 
outfall,  as  the  volume  of  river  water  is  always  lai-ge  in  proportion 
to  the  volume  of  sewage  and  the  flow  is  rapid. 

Drainagre  and  Seweragfe.— The  large  rubble  sewers 
have  been  cleared  out  of  gravel  as  usual. 

Plans  have  been  pr  epared  for  Coombs  Eoad  Di-ainage,  and 
the  work  will  be  carried  out  in  a very  short  time. 

The  drainage  of  Higgin holes  District  still  requires  improve- 
ment. A new  system  of  diaiinage  was  applied  to  four  houses. 

Closet  Accommodation.  — The  number  of  houses 
supplied  with  W.C.’s  is  about  350,  about  237  have  privy, 
middens,  and  about  55  have  pail-closets. 

In  only  one  house  was  a W.C.  substituted  for  a privy, 
luiddeu. 


No  pail-closets  were  converted  into  W.C.’s. 

One  defective  privy  was  reconstructed. 

The  general  policy  of  the  Council  was  outlined  in  the 
1911  Keport,  and  is  unaltered. 

Scaveng’ing’. — The  population  availing  themselves  of  the 
public  Scavenging  is  about  2820.  It  is  done  Ity  the  Council’s 
servants,  and  the  team  work  by  contract.  The  cost  was  .£225, 
or  about  7/1  per  house. 

The  number  of  movable  ashbins  is  120. 

Details  were  given  in  the  Report  for  1910.  ’ 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. —The  District 
has  been  systematically  inspected,  and  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances’  Report,  together  with  that  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  shows  that  220  visits  were 
paid  and  the  result. 

Bye-laws  for  the  prevention  of  Nuisances  and  for  New 
Buildings  were  adopted  in  1897. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses,  Cellar  Dwellings,  or 
Offensive  Trades  carried  on. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  at  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  is  very  fair.  Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  provide 
funds  by  public  subscription  for  the  improvement  of  one  which 
requires  alterations  and  further  accommodation. 

They  are  visited  when  there  is  reason  to  suspect  Infectious 
Disease,  and  scholars  are  excluded  foi-  a certain  period  after 
recovery  from  Infectious  Disease,  and  also  when  certain 
Infectious  Disease  is  present  at  home. 

In  March  the  Girls’  School  was  closed  for  disinfection 
purposes  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Derbyshire  Education  Committee  controls  the  Medical 
Inspection  of  the  Schools,  which  is  done  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Food. — Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  the  register  16 
„ ,,  Cows  ...  ...  about  220  ' 

,,  ,,  Milksellers  (not  cowkeepers)  1 

Cubic  space  in  Cowsheds  varies  fi-om  285  to  540  feet. 

No  cows  were  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculous  udders. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Cowsheds’  Ciders  has  consisted 
in  getting  Cowsheds  liraewashed  when  required. 


44  Inspections  were  made  and  6 defects  found  and 
remedied. 

Whenever  structural  alterations  at  Cowsheds  are  in  progress 
efforts  are  made  to  secure  light  and  more  satisfactory  ventilation. 

All  the  milk  consumed  is  produced  within  the  District. 
Slaug^hter-houses  and  Markets.— The  remarks  under 
this  heading  in  last  year’s  Keport  apply  equally  to  this  year. 

Housing’. — 29  dwellings  were  inspected  under  Section  17 
of  the  1909  Act. 

None  were  considered  so  dangerous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  provided  the  requirements  of  the  Council 
were  complied  with.  No  closing  orders  were  advised. 

In  two  houses  Avant  of  airspace  and  thorough  ventilation 
was  remedied. 

In  two  others  the  roof  was  raised  and  increased  light  and 
ventilation  given  to  the  bedrooms. 

In  the  rest  defective  roofs  have  been  generally  repaired,  and 
in  four  of  these  the  back  bedroom  has  been  raised  and  sash 
windows  inserted  in  place  of  skylights,  which  frequently  allowed 
water  to  drip  on  to  the  bed. 

The  other  requirements  are  in  process  of  being  complied 
with. 

In  all  neAv  buildings  the  Bye-law  requiring  a minimum  air 
space  at  the  back  should  be  strictly  carried  out,  and  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Local  Government  Board  should  be  given  to  compel 
a ventilated  and  lighted  food-keeping  place. 

The  Surveyor  exercises  supervision  over  the  erection  of 
new  houses. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  14  Factories  and 
47  Workshops. 

There  were  7 offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act.  The  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  consisted  of  3 
cases  of  Avant  of  cleanliness. 

Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District.— The 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  pays  frequent  visits  in  the  District,  and 
sees  to  the  removal  of  ofi'ensive  accumulations,  Avhich  are  ajA  to 
recur  at  short  intervals  on  certain  premises. 


The  details  of  his  inspections  are  more  fully  recorded  in  his 
Report. 

He  supervises  the  removal  of  Infectious  Cases  to  Hospital, 
and  the  management  of  our  own  Hospital  when  in  use. 

Further  Sanitary  Requirements  are  — 

The  provision  of  a few  small  cottages  ; 

A greater  effort  to  enforce  the  Cowsheds’  Order  ; 

Increased  Hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  cases. 

Acute  Infectious  Disease.— Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified.  Only  3 of  these  could  gain  admission  into  the 
Haddon  Hospital,  1 was  sent  to  Chesterfield,  6 were  isolated  in 
our  Hospital,  and  8 were  treated  at  home.  All  were  under  18 — 
all  recovered. 

6 Cases  of  Diphtheria. — On  April  25  a child  who  had  had 
the  disease  in  Manchester  returned  home  believed  to  be  free 
from  infection.  On  April  30  and  May  3rd  other  cases  from  the 
same  house  were  notified.  The  former  of  these  was  sent  to 
Chesterfield  Hospital  on  May  1st. 

On  May  3rd  the  patient  who  had  returned  from  Manchester 
was  found  to  be  in  an  infective  condition,  and,  together  with  the 
second  notified  case,  was  also  sent  to  Chesterfield  Hospital  on 
May  4th.  On  June  7th  the  Manchester  patient  again  returned 
home.  On  July  12th  the  child  with  Scarlet  Fever  returned 
from  Chesterfield,  and  on  the  15th  developed  Diphtheria. 

On  July  15th  a fifth  case  from  the  same  house  was  notified 
and  both  were  removed  to  our  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  sixth  case  was  detected  in  a visitor,  whose  departure 
was  notified  to  the  authorities  at  his  home. 

There  were  5 cases  of  Erysipelas,  all  in  people  over  50. 

10  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  : 5 at  one  house, 
3 at  another,  aud  1 at  each  of  two  other  houses.  Four  of  the 
first  group  were  got  to  Hosjutal,  and  there  was  one  death. 

Sewer-gas  in  the  house  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  first 
group. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent  in  some  of  the  neighbouring 
villages  most  of  the  year. 


Heads  of  Schools  and  Sunday  School  Superintendents  are 
informed  of  cases.  There  are  no  public  Libraries.  Antitoxin  is 
provided  free.  Disinfection  is  by  sulphur  fumigation,  carried 
out  by  the  Inspector.  There  is  no  steam  disinfector  available 
for  bedding. 

Bacteriological  Tests  are  applied  to  specimens  sent  to  the 
County  Council  Pathologist,  and  during  the  year  corroboration 
of  5 cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria,  2 of  Enteric,  and  2 of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  made. 

TubePCUlosis. — 4 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified — 2 of  these  died. 

3 went  to  Sanatoria  and  1 remained  at  home.  He  has  been 
attending  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

5 Non-pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  of 
which  2 died. 

The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  1 per  1000. 
„ ,,  ,,  all  Tuberculous  Diseases  was  1-66  ,, 

Public  Sanatorium  accommodation  is  not  yet  available. 

The  cases  have  been  visited,  advice  given,  and  disinfection 
done. 

Infant  Mortality  47-6  per  1000  births. 

Owing  to  the  tar-spraying  of  much  of  the  road  surface  the 
dust  nuisance  was  very  much  diminished  during  the  Summer. 

60  legitimate  and  3 illegitimate  children  were  registered, 
and  the  infants  who  died  were  all  legitimate. 

Notification  of  Births  Act  has  not  been  adopted. 

Women  do  not  work  in  Factories  here. 

Vital  Statistics  as  revealed  by  the  Tables  (5).— 

The  nett  births  registered  were  63,  viz.:  37  males  and  26 
females — equal  to  a birthrate  of  21  per  1000  population. 

The  nett  deaths  were  32  equal  to  a death-rate  of  10’66. 

Death-rate  from  Eespiratory  Diseases  was  !• 

„ „ Epidemic  „ „ -66. 

All  deaths  were  certified. 

Five  Inquests  were  held. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  W.  EVANS. 


March  4th,  1914. 


